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Thes Manheim ares house, under constrection, is 8 combination of convantional framing and tirmbar framing.

Old becomes new

An ancient craft gains new appeal as it grows in efficiency

By Paula Woll
Sunday Maws Stall Writar

pwall @Inpnews.com
or 20 years, Tony ZEava taught architectural
drawing amd wood shop,

Then, one day, “someone asked me o design o
umber—frame structure.” said Zaya, who was
cmpll'-:.-N af CAcborim 'H||_1I| School o the fime

"It was a0 much fun w see it ithe building) go up.” he snid,
thait he decided o change careers.

Zaya left teaching to become o timber framer and later
sharted fis owen company. which now emphoys 11 people.
wis a natural ransition,” e insisted,

A co—owner of Lancasver County Timber Frames Inc.,
Litiiz, which wis founded five VENrs A, ?u}'il s seen the
dermand for tmber-frame construciion — an ancient building
siyle that has been nevivied grxlually increase bene and
ncross the couniry,

Wiile 'y sull expensive compansl o conventinnal
comstruction. more residental customers ane discovaring that
trnber framdng is energy-efficient, long=lasting and undgeely
atiractive, Zaya snid,

A timber frame i= o strociure made of honeontal, vertical
and angled timbers, sized according to function and joined to
ane another o fonn a sell-supporting i,

Achigh level of craftsmanship is required. Eava said. “1s
likiz huilding a piece of furnimre.”

The terms timber frame and post-and-beam ane oot
avienyrous. All drober frames are post-and—beam, bul mol
all post—amad-besm, siructures are timber frame

In timber frames, momisc—and—tenon joints are cut inte
the actual dmbers, while any method of connecting paeces can
be el i posi=and-heam,

Zaya. president of LCTFE, said omber framing goes back
many centuries. “The Pagoda in Japan was built in 640,
AT he smd, Timber frame huill,liuj__'sa in |:Jll'rl|'l¢ date o
arpund 1100 A.D.. Zaya added

He sl timber I'r.:|1|1n!_l wis useed in the early VERTE of
this cowntrey, but fell owt of Gavor in the laer pant of the 19
cemury because it was oD cxp-:ui:i\'f_ oo lnbor—intensive

am not very energy-efficient.”

A thinber-frame revival staried in the second half of
the 20th century, thonks largely to the advent of stroctural
insulated panels or SIP's, Zaya said, which were wsed for
refrigeration

U5IP3 made umber framing very., very viable again"
hiesciase of the increasaed ETETEY efficiency, Zava suid, “They
make a grear skin for imber framing "

He samiel enultiple woods are employed. “For the first 10
vears, we used oak.” be said. “Pennsylvanin has the best ook
i the world.”

“Bur it does shrink” so now LOCTF relies on “a lot of
recyeled wood from warehouses oul Wes.” including clerry,
walnut, mahogany and rehorvested Douglas fir, Zaya
explained.

LLTTE has done projects in MNew Mexico, Tennesses (a
church}, New York and several other siabss. Iis award—-winning
work his been featured in national mogazines, T even get alot
of inquirics from Alnska and Hawail.” Zaya said.

Loczally, Faya's company timber-fromed the gift shop at
Plnin & Fancy Farm & Dining Room. Od Philadelphia Pike.
anid elidd work For Kinsey's .-‘m'.llq:rl\_-.' Products Inc., Mount Jrl}'

Right now, LCTF is building an 11000-square—foor
trmber-fraomed hopse using Four di Ferent woods — in the
Focomos, The cliemt i3 a high—ranking executive with
Gioldman—Sachs,

Laya also has o growing nomber of residential customess
in Lancaster County. Some wanl the whole honse timber
framed, “Otthers (about 50 percentd want a timber—framed
arent room or exposed tisses,” he said.

Zava said people hike the beauty of dmber froming. “It
gives a feeling of strength and warmeh.”

The results of a recent sorvey of tmber-frame
customers surprised Zaya, be sbd. “When people wene asked
what they liked most. I would have guessed longevity.
Tnpead, 0 was acsthencs. People like o look a ie”

Laya eaid LCTF's production has doubled in the pas:

v, mesaning fimber I'r._1|1|'ing i5 on o stesdy mse

An exampla of timbar-tramed construction is seen
im this this great room,

“Five vears A if vou took the whaole h|'-|:|\.i11z: mirket
amd made it a pie cham, dmber framing wouold have been a
sl:r,:JghI line,” he smid, “MNow it"s dooble that,™

John Vastyan. who manages Stegler, Wells &
Bronswick Inc.'s Lancaster office, and his wife, Enkn. chose
o build a timber—frame great room in their pew home near
Munheim, They selected LOTT as the subcomirsctior

Vastyan said his wife lived in Germany, so she'’s very
rwith imber-{rme constrnction

“We feel this brings age into the home.” he said. “The
Domglas fir beams are ke these in a cathedral. 115 just an
incredible thing.”

Boevin Hess, president of Elm Ridge Constrsction. Litite,
wis the Wastyan's general contractor. Asked about the cost, he
said & greal room like the Vastyans” can add aboun $200000
mire 1o the price of 2 home.

Thiz is the first tme e deall with residential timber
framing, Hess said. “If wis a neat experience.”

And it may reap dividends down the moad. Hess smd
potentinl customers have toured the Vastvan houss, “and
wi've acteally had gquite a b of interese.”

Well-known artist Bruce Johnson, an Annville resident,
Iz another of Zaya's cliens. He amd his wile, Donna, e
doubling the size of a Inkeside cabin they own in the Poconos,
in Fike Crounry.

The timbe—frame portion of the house was done in April.
The home as a whole should be finished between
Thanksgiving and Christmas, Johnson said.

The house includes a stodio for Jolinson, who is famoes
loer b wstercobor anc and-ink dr:lx-.'ingﬁ_ 'i||u,'||,|(|ing the
popular Penn State* Thilg T

Watching the dmber-lraming process wis amazing,
Johnson said. “They needed to bring a crane in for the timber.
It s ineredible,™

And he's just as thrilled with the result,

“I'm delighted — shsolutely delighted — with the work
they did. T couldn't be happier.” Jobmson smid
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