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Bird-in-Hand.

Workers help Lancaster County Timber Frames
erect a barn at the Plain & Fancy restaurant in

Framers find joy in form, function

Bird-in-Hand gift shop built almost entirely-by hand

Jennifer Kopf
Intelligencer Journal Staff

It's the way o lot of buildings sround hers
usad o be buile.

‘Wond joined to wood, Mo nails, The most
imricate angles cut by hand saw and chiseled
tix a1 perfect match,

Tony Zoyn bod teught for 200 vears in
Oetorara whien, izl becanse he wanted o, he
designed a timber frame strucoure.

I watchel it being put ups” he says, "and
I knew that was it. 1 had to do it

Wednesday, he watches workers from his
Lancaster County Timber Frames balance on
the skeletan of a barn which will become a
pift shop for Plain & Fancy in Bird-in-Hamd.

Wedneeday was wet, But it was atill a big
improverment from Momday, when the work-
exs for Lancaster County Timber Frames and
general comdracior Panl Kisk Associmes Inc,
were hit by snow.,

Arsh workers Trom another timber
froming company clamber around on top. On
the ground, someon: from a Berks Connty
timber frnmer lifis wood next to an acquain-
tamce of Laya.

A huge yellow crane swings beams from
the grownd wp W the eool, Itisn't o typical
Amish barmradsing, Zaym snys.

Berween Zaya and his patners. Dale
Kretzing, Joe McoCarthy ard Bruce Cowie,
thew'vie budlt abour 130 tmiber frames, Only
omnee, in o Habitat for Humamnity pmjcu:l_ has
the building been raised by hand.

"You need oo many fmends
1000, 4o clo it that way "

Sdill, sorme of this week's labor has been
provided by workers frean other timber fram-
ing companies, helping out one of their own.
Chhers, says Zaya, arc "l mber frame junkics,
There are just &ix or seven guys who just
love if, and they'l] show up if you need some
Tl

The building’s design incorporates ele-

ments Fomd in this couniy's |],'|'_|i{'i|i barn, i

at lenst

higs @ canted purlin root system, and is, in
barn architecture lingo, a "six bent posped
Tour biy."

Each major profile, or dividing line of the
barn, is a1 bent, The sall, or bay, is the spoce
berween cach bent.

I'Zwr_!,lll:.iug is heldd :llgmhfr 'h_'r pcggmi
metiee and WEnon joinery.

Even leclay. says Faya. the mraditions
bzl

"The bay area typically is he-tween 14
amd 16 feet, That's the space nesded for two
oxen”

The whale structhire is made of hemlock
from northern Pennsylvania. It isn't as srong
& cake but hemlock will shrink less as time
passes,

In the harn's center, a u-:|||¢:|r EyELEm is
used where owo differently angled roofs
come iogether in a mighty web. Easy 90- and
A5-degree angles arent anywhere o be
found here. This, saye Fayn. "is where you

hawe b check your math three or fowr times.”

Everything has been (Iusign::l. mensured,
checked and “carved,” or cur, at Lancaster
County Timber Frames' shop outside Litite.
The puzzle i= pur together on site.

‘There wre S0 pieces in the T0-by-T0-foot
frame. An average of four jolns 10 a peece.
Ty thonsamd joants in all which hove o be
anghed and carved. It took seven weeks,

That, ways Laya, i why he likes o find
warkers with backgrounds in cnginecring,
architectare and cabinetmaking,

"They need o be wsed o fine deeadl
work," he says.

“Aand the math in this is scary. You have
to have 1 oreal strong liking of goometry.”

There is still a market for these skills
The next project for Lancaster County
Timber Frames is a home in Santa Fe, N M.

Much of their wark 15 outside of the
county, Zaya says. That's something he
wiukl ke o see L'h:ungr

"I men, this is how we used 1o do it
Unitil maybe &0, 70 vears agoe it was much
miare comanon,”

The timber framing on Plain & Fancy's
new harn 15 scheduled for c|,1|11|:||r:1inn mdn}'_
Tirne tables call for the entire struciure o be
complete in April, and open 1o the public
May 1.




