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"The craftsmen who built our house are ... into wood and the beauty of it."

Angie Long, who is building a timber-frame house in West Friendship

Wooden works of art

Beaming: The Long house is
best viewed from the inside out.
Its huge exposed beams show
why the timber-frame style is so

appealing - and expensive.

By ELIZABETH KLEIN
SPECIAL TO THE SUN

As you drive up Angie and Craig Long's
home site in West Friendship, the frame
house looks like any other cookie-cutter
house that could be found in most any
neighborhood. But enter the house and all of
a sudden one is overwhelmed by the thick
wooden frame.

The Longs are building a timber-frame
house - a house that Angic Long believes is
reserved for "a certain type of person, one
who's in touch with npature and the

environment."

"It's like big pieces of furniture that vou live
in," said Tony Zaya, owner of Lancaster
County Timber Frames in York, Pa., which cut
the timber for the Long house.

From the outside, a timber-frame house
looks like any traditional house. But inside is
a different story. Exposed wooden beams
dominate the interior, bringing the outdoors

Timber-frame houses, "are notched together
with mortise-and-tenon  joinery and held
together with wooden pegs” said Nancy

Wilkins, executive directorof the Timber
Frame Business Couneil.

The mortise is a hollowed section at the end
of the post. The tenon is carved onto the end
of the beam, which fits into the mortise.

Constructing a timber-frame house is a lot
like putting a puzzle together.

"The frame is pre-cut in the shop, delivered
[to the job site] and goes up relatively
quickly,” Wilkins said.

While in the shop, sections of the walls are
put together to ensure that they fit correctly.
The sections are then disassembled and
loaded onto flatbed trucks for shipment to
building lots, Each piece is reassembled at
the site.

The oldest known timber-frame house dates
back more than 700 vears and still stands in
Europe. Well-known timber-frame structures
include Shakespeare's Globe Theatre, While
early American settlers built timber-frame
dwellings in New England, the residential
concept never really took off in the United







